Abstract
"She was what a woman OUGHT to be."
Inscription on the tombstone of Mrs. Mary Smith 1 On April 21, 1789, the Ladies of Trenton organized a public tribute to honor newlyelected president George Washington at the bridge over Assunpink Creek in Trenton, NJ. At the dedication, the Ladies of Trenton imbued profound symbolism that reflected the ideals of the young nation. Newspapers throughout the young republic reported that the emblem adorned "TRIUMPHAL ARCH was erected and decorated by the ladies of Trenton." A sunflower "as large as life" perched at the summit of the arch, "always pointing to the sun, was designed to express this sentiment, or motto-To you alone-as emblematic of the affections and hopes of the PEOPLE being directed to him [Washington] , in the united suffrage of the millions of Americans." This Triumphal Arch, commemorating George Washington's military efforts during the American Revolution, was raised at the exact spot of the Battle of Trenton, a location that "has been twice memorable during the war." As a letter published in The Columbian Magazine noted, "This arch was erected … where our gallant general, at one time, made so noble a coup on the enemies of his country; and, at another, so important a stand, and a retreat worth more than a victory." The Ladies of Trenton recognized Washington's leadership throughout the war with the following inscription in large golden letters: "THE DEFENDER OF THE MOTHERS WILL BE THE PROTECTOR OF OUR DAUGHTERS." Jefferson to Andrew Jackson. According to Allgor, "Here in Washington women-both wellknown and not-appear as political actors in their own right, using social events and the 'private sphere' to establish the national capital and to build the extraoffical structures so sorely needed in the infant federal government." She argued that women created "an unofficial space" that developed a common political arena which connected the male dominated public realm and the private world of female domesticity. In turn, these casual and unofficial interactions established the politics of the new nation. 9 More recently, Rosemarie Zagarri's groundbreaking study,
Revolutionary Backlash, examines the extent and forms of women's political activism during the American Revolution through the election of Andrew Jackson. Zagarri characterized "female politicians" as "highly visible" elite white women who "assumed their political role with an independence of spirit and an intellectual assertiveness that impressed some people and alarmed others." 10 Similar to the women in the nation's capital city, the Ladies of Trenton were , 2007) . Although several significant works, such as those written by Linda Kerber and Mary Beth Norton, center on the lives of women in eighteenth century America, these publications claim that females were situated in a separate sphere of domesticity -detached from the public and political domain. Kerber's republican motherhood ideology claimed women asserted their connection to the state through a reinterpretation of long-established domestic responsibilities. See Kerber, Women of the Republic and Norton, Liberty's Daughters for comprehensive works supporting republican motherhood. This paradigm continues to serve as a framework for understanding women's roles during the early national period. For a recent example, see quintessential "female politicians" as they strategically used their high social standings and strong connections to local and national politics to confidently delve into once forbidden territories concerning public, political, and military affairs.
Women of Trenton and the surrounding area united for political and ceremonial purposes under the title, "The Ladies of Trenton." This designation leads to a key question: Were the women involved in raising funds for the Continental Army the same as those who organized
Washington's reception? An analysis of the participants reveals an overlap of key leaders and participants. Eleven of the twenty-two women who planned Washington's tribute also publicly vowed to rouse "hearts hard as marble" to aid the Sources pertaining specifically to these women and the two significant events they fostered in early New Jersey and American history are fragmented. Yet, an analysis of these various primary documents reveals several critical components that contributed to the Ladies of Trenton's success in organizing public endeavors, nurturing principles of the Revolution, and captivating the young republic. Unlike the majority of eighteenth century women, the Ladies of Trenton, privileged in financial and social status, benefited from direct exposure to education and the world of politics. 14 Without the burdens of laborious household tasks, they were free to allocate time towards more desirable activities, such as political activism. Emboldened by actions, rhetoric, and ideals born of the American Revolution, these learned women advanced their political objectives in the public realm through print discourse, specifically newspapers. In order to accomplish their political agenda, these women composed broadsides, corresponded with influential men, and welcomed the public attention they knew their activities would garner.
The Ladies of Trenton used print culture to their benefit; detailed accounts of their public displays of patriotism were circulated throughout the young nation.
15
Utilizing an array of sources to best illustrate these women and their impact on early national culture, the focus of this study will be specifically of the women who organized and participated in both the fundraising campaign and Washington's tribute. New England, 1650 -1750 (New York: Knopf, 1982 . 15 The actions of these New Jersey women challenges Michael Warner's assertion that print culture of the early republic was exclusively "masculine" in nature, and suggests that more research is needed in this critical area of the historical framework. Esther Fleming was courteous and lady-like, exuding the cherished female attributes of amiability and refinement. She married Colonial Thomas Lowery, a "prominent man" and "an extensive land owner" in the village of Flemington. According to a genealogical sketch of Esther Fleming Lowery, "The people whom she called around her at her home, and those with whom she associated at Trenton and other places, were among the best class of the people." Esther Lowery was a privileged woman, and, like other Ladies of Trenton, had access to rich worlds of social and intellectual refinement.
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Although Esther Lowery was a woman of means, she shared a collective domestic experience with eighteenth century women from different colonial regions and various economic backgrounds. She was characterized as "an affectionate wife and mother," yet she was also described as an "ardent patriot" who sympathized with the Revolutionary struggle for independence. According to one account, "She well understood the wrongs, oppression and persecution her ancestors had suffered and fervently desired that every vestige of British tyranny, arrogance and usurpation should be forever obliterated from the land of her adoption." Whether Lowery was raising funds to support the Continental Army or organizing a public reception for Washington, her actions and those of the Ladies of Trenton provide noteworthy examples of the broad patriotic activities of American women in the early republic.
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The summer of 1780 marked a turning point in the political acts embarked on by New
Jersey women. The Ladies of Trenton abandoned traditional feminine virtues when they utilized print discourse, entering the male-dominated public realm to advance their political agenda. On
June 28, 1780 they published an account of their efforts in The New Jersey Gazette:
The LADIES of this town (Trenton) and neighborhood, animated by the ardour which daily prevails more and more among the ranks of people to distinguish themselves in the 27 Race, "Genealogical Sketch," 24. 28 Ibid, [24] [25] present conjuncture of publick affairs, have instituted a subscription to be applied as a donation to the soldiery… Their goal was clear; to work together to "expeditiously" implement their "scheme into execution" in order to solicit subscriptions for the Continental Army. In the concluding words of the publication, the women strongly encouraged their compatriots to participate, and praised them in advance for their kindness and patriotism. In addition to the political rhetoric, the Ladies' July 5th publication demonstrated that the cause of liberty was equally significant to women and men of the state. In order to raise subscriptions in an efficient manner, the female representatives printed their names and the counties where they resided. 35 The publication of such personal information, coupled with the revolutionary use of print discourse and patriotic actions, was extremely dangerous in a time of Recounting the horrors of war, the Ladies of Trenton attempted to mobilize the entire female population to support the American Revolution. They spoke of the slaying of their countrymen, who were left "to waste in the fields" and the destruction of their homes and churches as "unjust" acts of the British. They asserted the British "have desolated the aged and unprotected," then specifically accused them of waging war against the women of the state.
Finally, the Ladies of Trenton honored their female compatriots who were brutally murdered, calling them martyrs to their unwavering cause. They informed the masses "of the tragical death of Miss M'Crea, torn from her house, murdered and scalped by a band of savages hired and set on by British emissaries." They also described, "the melancholy fate of Mrs. Caldwell, put to death in her own house in the late incursion of the enemy." According to the women, these horrific events would rouse even "hearts hard as marble" and "make a deep and lasting impression in the minds of all." The Ladies of Trenton bravely used vivid accounts of violence executed by the British in order provoke patriotic sentiments. older children were visiting Caldwell's sister and her husband was at the Springfield Church when Hessian troops invaded the surrounding areas. Although Caldwell was encouraged to evacuate, she remained with her younger children and two household assistants. On June 9, Hessian mercenaries approached Connecticut Farms. Hannah, her young children, and female employees gathered in a rear bedroom in the parsonage. According to a disposition given by one of her household assistants, "a short, thick man wearing a red coat came around the end of the house and stood opposite the window. According to Kerber, the two broadsides "are differently phrased, but share many of the same themes;" while Norton contended that the Ladies of Trenton's "Sentiments" were a "deliberate imitation of the Philadelphians." 47 Both Ladies' Associations utilized popular newspapers in order to publicize their patriotic standpoint. This demonstrates that both groups understood the power of the rapidly expanding print culture in the late eighteenth century.
Patriotic rhetoric, including the terms "zeal" and "liberty," are infused throughout both broadsides. In addition, the women of Trenton and Philadelphia denounced the tyrannical British government and recounted the horrors and devastation caused by war. Both "Sentiments" Correspondence between Washington and Ester Reed reveal two opposing ideas of how the funds would be implemented to assist the Continental Army. On July 4, 1780 Reed wrote to Washington, "The Ladies are anxious for the soldiers to receive the benefit of it (campaign) and wait your directions how it can best be disposed of..." In response, Washington wrote to Reed on the July 14 th and proposed "the purchasing of coarse linen, to be made into shirts with the whole amount of their subscription." Then he reiterated this decision remarking it would be "the best mode" for the application of funds. Next she proposed her ideas about the dispersal of funds, "the whole of the money to be changed into hard dollars, and giving each soldier two, to be entirely at his own disposal." On August 10 th Washington expressed his "apprehensions" to her suggestion and stressed how clothing would be much more beneficial. The same day Reed responded, "the ladies had not the most distant wish, that their donation shou'd be bestow'd in any manner that did not perfectly accourd with your opinion." As a result of this exchange, the Ladies Association determined the funds would be utilized to provide the Continental Army with much needed clothing. 67 various prominent individuals. Before General Washington left Trenton he directly addressed a letter "To the Ladies of Trenton," in which he acknowledged their involvement in public affairs and expressed his deep gratitude. He described the "exquisite sensation he experienced" and assured the women he would long remember their tribute which was completed in "elegant taste." His attention to various details such as the "white robed choir" and the "gratulatory song" demonstrated the profound impression that the Ladies of Trenton's reception had on Washington, remarking that "the impression of it on his heart could never be effaced."
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This reception at Trenton moved and inspired Washington, the Ladies of Trenton, and others who witnessed the event. Jane Ewing, an eyewitness to the reception, sent a letter to her brother James Hunter Jr. in which she described the "Triumphal Arch supported by thirteen pillars adorned with wreaths of flowers, the form was thus." She included a sketch of the arch and briefly described the tribute:
The Ladies was rang'd in a line from the arch along the Bridge and thirteen Girls dress't in white with Baskets of flowers, they sung the inclos'd song and when they come (to) these words "Build and strew thy way with flowers" they skaterd them round, that is the flowers, out of their Baskets round his horses feet he sat on his horse while they sung and then made them a low Bow say'd the Ladies had done them a very great honour requested them to except his most grateful thanks… 75 The enthusiastic, unapologetic nature of Jane Ewing's letter demonstrated that she found the event significant and believed her brother would appreciate the public efforts of the Ladies of Trenton. Although Jane Ewing wrote from the perspective of an observer, not a direct participant in the event, her letter revealed her comfort with women who self-assuredly transitioned out of their households into the world of political and public affairs. Ewing was one of many women, 74 Washington Irving reiterated the profound impression the reception had on Washington: "We question whether any of the testimonials of a nation's gratitude affected Washington more sensibly than those that he received at Trenton," see Irving, Life of George Washington vol. Stockton reiterated to the nation that the Ladies of Trenton used "transports of her own" to prepare Washington's most moving inaugural tribute. This piece recognized that while many may read of this event captured in the "annals of mankind," the glory of the occasion will resonate by those who were able to greet and applaud Washington, the "ONE the people 
